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§19.185

§19.185 Testing scale tanks for accu-
racy.

(a) A proprietor who uses a scale
tank for tax determination must en-
sure the accuracy of the scale through
periodic testing. Testing of the scale
must be conducted at least every 6
months and whenever the scale is ad-
justed or repaired.

(b) A proprietor also must test, at
least once a month, the gallonage rep-
resented to be in a scale tank against
the gallonage indicated by volumetric
determination of the contents of the
tank. However, if the scale is not used
during a month, it is only necessary to
verify against the volumetric deter-
mination when the scale is next used.
The proprietor must make the volu-
metric determination in accordance
part 30 of this chapter. If the variation
exceeds 0.5 percent of the quantity
shown in the tank, the proprietor must
take appropriate action to verify the
accuracy of the scale.

(c) If the appropriate TTB officer de-
termines that a scale may be inac-
curate, the proprietor must test the ac-
curacy of the scale.

(26 U.S.C. 5006, 5204, 5505)

PACKAGE SCALE AND PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS

§19.186 Package scales.

Proprietors must ensure that scales
used to weigh packages are tested at
least every 6 months and whenever
they are adjusted or repaired. However,
if a scale is not used during a 6-month
period, it is only necessary to test the
scale prior to its next use. Scales used
to weigh packages that hold 10 wine
gallons or less must indicate weight in
ounces or hundredths of a pound.

(26 U.S.C. 5204)

§19.187 Pipelines.

All pipelines, including flexible
hoses, that are used to transfer spirits,
denatured spirits, articles, and wines
must be constructed, arranged, and se-
cured so as to ensure protection of the
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revenue and permit ready examination.
The appropriate TTB officer may ap-
prove pipelines that cannot be readily
examined if they pose no jeopardy to
the revenue.

(26 U.S.C. 5178)

MEASURING AND PROOFING EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS

§19.188 Measuring devices and proof-
ing instruments.

(a) General. A proprietor of a distilled
spirits plant must have accurate in-
struments and equipment at the plant
for determining the proof and volume
of spirits.

(b) Instruments. The hydrometers and
thermometers that a proprietor uses to
gauge spirits must show subdivisions
or graduations of proof and tempera-
ture as specified in part 30 of this chap-
ter. Proprietors must frequently test
their hydrometers and thermometers
to ensure their accuracy. If an instru-
ment appears to be in error, the propri-
etor may not use the instrument until
it is tested and certified as accurate by
the manufacturer or another qualified
person.

(c) Meters. A proprietor may use an
accurate mass flow meter to measure
the volume of bulk spirits. A mass flow
meter used for tax determination of
bulk spirits must be certified by the
manufacturer or other qualified person
as accurate within a tolerance of plus
or minus 0.1 percent. A mass flow
meter used for all other required
gauges of bulk spirits must be certified
by the manufacturer or other qualified
person as accurate within a tolerance
of plus or minus 0.5 percent. The pro-
prietor must make corrections for the
temperature of the spirits being meas-
ured in conjunction with the volu-
metric measurement of spirits by mass
flow meter. The proprietor must also
test mass flow meters at least every 6
months to ensure that they are accu-
rate within the required tolerances.

(26 U.S.C. 5204)
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